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Hallo Everyone!

Welcome back to another year of music-making and another exciting beginning for our young students. A very special welcome to our new recruits. Hopefully you will feel well settled in by now!
Last year was a big success for our young instrumentalists, with an excellent level of achievement, both individual and group. The musicianship groups sang beautifully and the children in the audience joined in enthusiastically too,  which was a delight to see and hear!
This year there will be three concerts for the instrumentalists. Do come along and listen, even if your child is still in kindergarten. Experiencing live music-making can make a great impression on children and help them decide what instrument they might like to play one day.
Sunday 30thNovember 3.30pm
Autumn Term Concert
Venue: St Mary the Virgin Church, Goudhurst TN17 1BL
We are delighted to have the opportunity to perform in this lovely church again. It promises to be an enjoyable concert so do put the date in your diaries and come along.
Absolutely everyone is welcome to this concert in which our  instrumentalists will be able to share with us what they have been learning! There will be singing as well as playing and the concert will be very informal, so our youngest children in the Kindergarten are especially welcome. The concert will last for about an hour and will be followed by some well-deserved refreshments!
PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES
Fundamental to the Colourstrings approach  is giving children the opportunity to perform very early on in their instrumental life. Giving them this experience so early on  (and it may be simply playing open strings) enables them to share their music-making with others and to develop a confidence in their ability to perform in public, so that it becomes a natural thing to do before self-consciousness becomes an issue. They are so pleased with themselves, and rightly so!
Music to listen to…
Each week the children listen to a piece of classical music for a short period.  
This term’s listening music:
Haydn
String Quartet Op 73 No 3 ‘The Rider’
4th mvt: Finale: Allegro con brio
Beethoven
Bagatelle in A minor ‘Fur Elise’ 
Grieg 
Norwegian Dance Op 35 No 2
LISTEN UP!

Classical music is a real pleasure and also really good for you!

It is a well-documented fact that classical music is good for the brain. Regular listening is one of the quickest ways to increase your child’s ability and understanding in the long term. It is both emotionally and intellectually rewarding and not a mystery at all once you’ve got going.

Listening to the whole work can be exhilarating, especially when you find that, if you listen long enough, you get the same tune again!

Getting to know a new piece of music is rather like a car journey to an unfamiliar destination: the first time, it seems long and sometimes confusing; the second time, you begin to notice landmarks; and the third and subsequent times, you usually feel you know more or less where you are going.

Music at bedtime, or while children are playing, is a wonderful idea. So much of what is heard is absorbed unconsciously by children. It gives such pleasure for a lifetime that it’s well worth spending a little time each day listening to Radio 3 or Classic FM. Radio 3 tends to play whole pieces rather than just the tuneful bits, so is better in the long run.

Music Kindergarten Repertoire

The ‘Singing Rascal’ series of books, audio files and CDs are EXCLUSIVE to Colourstrings and make up the core repertoire of our music kindergarten and instrumental programmes. I strongly encourage you to buy the set of books and CDs or audio files. They are exceptionally well presented, musically, and will give hours of pleasure to child and parent alike. Children get to know the songs really thoroughly, which benefits them in the class and parents are able to sing along and enjoy the songs with them too.

As the children progress through the classes, we revisit all the songs, and our activities get increasingly sophisticated as the children develop their listening, pitching, reading and fine and gross motor skills, so you will find that these materials will last right through the music kindergarten years and into the instrumental years too. As such, I think you will agree that they represent incredible value and will make great Christmas presents!
You will find them if you go online and google Colourstringsbooks.com

Spreading the word……
As ever, word of mouth is the very best way to encourage people to sample the new, so if you know of anyone with a young child, do recommend Colourstrings to them! In the under 3s classes it is something they can do with their child and both parent and child will make friends as well as experiencing lovely music-making! The Under 3’s classes are on Wednesday mornings and all our other music kindergarten classes are on Tuesday afternoons.
I would be delighted if you would kindly post a review or simply a ‘like’ on our facebook page!
Many thanks, in anticipation, for your efforts!
Brittens Colourstrings Classes

My colleague, Ali Rycroft, who teaches piano and musicianship for Cranbrook Colourstrings, also teaches Music Kindergarten in Tunbridge Wells at Brittens music shop, so do recommend her classes to any friends who live in that direction. She’s a wonderful teacher!
Autumn Term Dates
9th September – 4th December
Have an enjoyable remainder of term!
Ingrid Sellschop
Cranbrook Colourstrings School   01580 720 135
Mobile : 07791 515247
Email: cranbrookcolourstrings@gmail.com 
www.cranbrookcolourstrings.co.uk 

